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For the fourth consecutive year, Eastern Illinois University is hosting its Graduate Student 
Exposition in order to showcase research and achievements by its students over the past 
school year. Taking place this week, the exposition features poster, website and paper 
presentations. 
Of special interest may be the Distinguished Graduate Student Awards Program, scheduled 
to begin at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, Aprll 12, in the Grand Ballroom of the University Union. 
One student from each university department with a master's degree program will be honored 
as a distinguished graduate student. Other awards, including those for outstanding theses, 
also will be presented. 
In addition, Jeff Laursen, a faculty member in Eastern's Department of Biological Sciences, will 
receive the outstanding faculty mentor award. A social hour, featuring live music by students 
in Eastern's Department of Music, will take place before the program, beginning at 3:30 p.m. 
Also, a large number of poster presentations will be displayed from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. in 
the Alumni Lounge, located just outside of the Grand Ballroom. 
Poster topics include, but are not limited to: 
"The Effect of Aquatic Habitat Fragmentation on the Dispersal and Genetic Variability of Green side and Fantail Darters,· 
"Biogeography. Conservation and Population Differentiation of the Seal Salamander.· "Patterns and Implications of 
Aberrant Singing Behaviors of Black-capped and Carolina Chickadees," "The Effects of a Multiphase Restoration Effort 
on the Water Quality in Lake Taylorville, Christian County, Illinois." "Queen Relatedness and Caste Dimorphism in the 
Southern Yellowjacket," "Managing Wetland Plant Communities for Waterfowl and Marsh Birds.· "Social Organization 
and Reproduction of Illinois' Beavers." "Analysis of Abused and/or Neglected Children's Play Content and Inappropriate 
Play Behavior." "Meal Planning Complying with the Dietary Guideline for Americans: The School Meals Initiative for 
Healthy Children," "World Food Day." "Nutrition Education Resource & Referral Center: Focus on Nutrition Education 
Programs on Campus," "Mental Health Awareness in an Aging Population." "High Risk Drinking Among Master's Level 
Graduate Students at a Mid-Size Midwestern University," "A Time for Every Season: Spring on the Prairie," "The Effects 
of Philosophic Consistency Between the Head Coach and the Athlete in Collegiate Women's Basketball on Team 
Cohesion and Communication Levels." "A Viability Theory for Political Reform." "The Impact of the Internet and 
Maintenance of High School Friendships," "The Use of Silence as a Political Strategy," "Sources of Motivation within the 
College Classroom," "Cross-Sex Friendships: Interaction. Satisfaction and Disclosure." "Inmate Communication and 
Relationship Maintenance," "Biodegradable Plastics for Medical Applications" and "Film Canister Assembly." 
E astern Illinois University emphasizes distinguished teaching in the liberal arts, sciences ~d selected professions. A traditional, residential state university of recognized quality, Eastern enrolls more than I 0,000 students m undergraduate and graduate programs. 
The university, located in Charleston, also serves the region through a variety of n?n-credit and off-sit.e degre.e pro~ms, as well~ cultural 
and recreational opportunities. Eastern's pursuit of excellence attracts well-quahfied students of an mcreasmgly dtverse populatiOn and a 
teaching faculty active in research and public service who utilize the latest technology. 
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